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First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2024 ~ 9:00 a.m. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand 

ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Inspired by Luke 1:46-55)  
P Every notion we have about power, success,  
 Wealth, and achievement,  
 God takes and tosses out the window.  
 God comes to us,  
 To upset the notion that we have to save ourselves.  
 God comes to us, 
 Removing our sin, our failures, our expectations,  
 So we might have new life.  
 Please join me as we pray, saying,  
 
C Advent God, We confess we are not the people you hope us to be. 
 The very ones you favor, we ignore or ridicule.  
 The ones you knock off their pedestals,  
 We admire and emulate.  
 We are so focused on having more and more,  
 We risk being sent away empty.  
 
 Forgive us, gracious God,  
 And look upon us with grace.  
 We would seek to love others. 
 We would seek peace for our world. 
 We would seek to do your will. 
 As did Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
 
 (Silence is kept) 
 
P Even now, in this very moment,  
 God comes to us, bringing hope, forgiveness,  
 And grace as gifts freely offered to us. 
 May we open our hearts to the God who is with us,  
 And receive the gifts that have been offered to us.  
 
P Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                       LBW #34 
Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE         ELW #242 vs. 2 

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us 
for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen  
 
 
LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 
What are these candles for? 
P This is an Advent candle ring. It shows the circle of God’s unbroken love. 
 These are five candles. We shall light a new candle each Sunday from 
 now until Christmas. 
 
What is the point of doing this? 
P Because the old proverb is true: 
 “What I hear, I forget. 
 What I see, I remember.” 
 “What I do, I understand.” 
 As we light our Advent candles, may they bring us together in the warm 
 light of God’s love. 
 The gospel of Luke speaks about the future: “There will be signs in the 
 sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth, distress among the nations. 
 People will faint from fear and foreboding” (Luke 21:25-36). 
 Because our world is full of fear and distress, we light our first candle, 
 trusting that Christ is alive on earth and that the spirit of Christ lives 
 among us. 
 
 (Light the first candle.) 
 
C Living Christ, give us faith to trust you. We trust you, we love you, 

 and we praise you. Amen. 
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Please sit 

READING     Jeremiah 33:14-16 

A   A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

 4The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 
 made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that 
 time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 
 execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be 
 saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 
 be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 
 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
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GOSPEL             Luke 21:25-36 
 

P The Gospel according to Luke, the 21st chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

 and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea 
 and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
 coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 
 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and 
 great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 
 raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 
   29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as 
 soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that  
 summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking 
 place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this 
 generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven 
 and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
   34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
 and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch 
 you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 
 face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
 the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
 before the Son of Man.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please sit 

SERMON                                 Pastoral Intern Ian Boden 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                  ELW #250 
Blessed Be the God of Israel 
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ADVENT AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
A Please join me in the Advent Affirmation of Faith 
C We believe in God,  
 creator and lover of all of creation. 
 

 We believe in Jesus, 
 God coming to us in the fragile promise 
 of a baby yet unborn who will emerge as our herald of hope. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 who implants seeds of faith, brings us to birth 
 as the body of Christ, and empowers us with the gift of God’s love. 
 

 We believe in the coming reign of God,  
 that draws near to us in Jesus, and will be consummated 
 when God's desire for all of creation is fulfilled. 
 

 For the coming of that day 
 we pray: Come, Lord Jesus, Come!  
 

 
PRAYERS 
A   As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people 

and places that long for God’s presence.  
A         Lord, in your mercy,  
C   hear our prayer. 
 

A   Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of 
our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.  

C         Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
Please sit 

SPECIAL MUSIC          Tiffany Armen, soprano 
Prepare Thyself, Zion  –Bach 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please sit 

JESUS, LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION 
All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are 
available if needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If 
you would like to have communion brought to you in the pew, please don't 

hesitate to raise your hand to catch the traveling server's attention and also let 
the usher know. If you have questions about communion, contact Pastor Brad 
at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com. 
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COMMUNION HYMN            ELW #253 
He Came Down 
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine 

that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace. 
C Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Generous God, 
 we thank you for the gift of life, 
 for the bread of salvation. 
 We thank you for coming among us, 
 for leading us into peace. 
 We thank you for showering us with mercy, 
 for sending us into the world. 
 Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 
 as we feed the hungry in your name. 
C Amen 
 
 
A BLESSING FOR BEGINNING AGAIN IN ADVENT 
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CLOSING HYMN                        ELW #769 
If You But Trust in God to Guide You 

 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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